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Advent Sermon Series from the Lectionary

A Happy New Year of Thanksgiving!
November 23, 2025 /10:45 a.m.

Christ the King / Reign of Christ Sunday

ASPC’s Mission Statement
"We are God's lighthouse: a compassionate and inclusive community
that welcomes everyone to join us as we do justice, promote equity,
show kindness, love mercy, and walk humbly with God."



ORDER OF THE SERVICE OF WORSHIP

On the nametag attached to this bulletin, please write your name, and wear it so
it may be seen. As written in Isaiah 43:1 “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name; you are mine.” Let us also call each other by name.

PRELUDE J. Donald Dumpson
WORK OF THE COMMUNITY Sandra Danner
SONG OF PRAISE Alpha and Omega Congregation
(Please stand in body or spirit)
You are Alpha and Omega,

we worship You, our Lord;
You are worthy to be praised. (repeat)

We give You all the glory,
we worship You, our Lord;
You are worthy to be praised. (repeat)

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Revelation 22) Raymond Bonwell
Leader:  The Lord is a great God who says:
People: I am the Alpha and Omega,

Leader:  the first and the last,
People: the beginning and the end.

Leader: Praise the Lord!
People: Praise the Lord.

ADVENT-URES IN THANKSGIVING Susan Marley
In the spirit of the late summer’s Five Minutes for the Future (updates and
invitations on the Session Committees), “Advent-ures in Thanksgiving”
features ASPC Mission Partners and community members speaking about
the impact ASPC continues to make. Susan Marley is from St. James
School, a mission partner of ASPC since 2011. Located in Allegheny West
(32nd & West Clearfield), St. James School’s mission is a “faith-based
educational community deeply rooted in transformative loving
relationships.”

HYMN Come Ye Thankful People Come Congregation
(Page 6; please stand in body or spirit)



INVITATION TO TELL THE TRUTH Raymond Bonwell

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Raymond Bonwell
Righteous God, you have crowned Jesus Christ as Lord of all. We
confess that we have not bowed before him, and are slow to
acknowledge his rule. We give allegiance to the powers of this
world, and fail to be governed by justice and love.

In your mercy, forgive us. Raise us to acclaim him as ruler of all,
that we may be loyal ambassadors, obeying the commands of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

[A moment for silent reflection and confession.]

Leader: = We offer these prayers to you O God. Lord, hear our prayer.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS Raymond Bonwell

PASSING OF THE PEACE Amen, Amen, Amen Sandra Danner
(please stand in body or spirit)
Leader:  Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING Congregation

Thank You, Lord
(Please stand in body or spirit)

Thank You Lord (3x), I just want to thank you Lord.
Been So Good (3x), I just want to thank you Lord.
Saved My Soul (3x), I just want to thank you Lord.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION Raymond Bonwell

SCRIPTURES (NRSVue) Raymond Bonwell
Colossians 1:11-20

" May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious
power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully ** giving
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the
saints in the light. ** He has rescued us from the power of darkness and
transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, *in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, ** for in
him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and
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invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things
have been created through him and for him. 7 He himself is before all
things, and in him all things hold together. ** He is the head of the body, the
church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might
come to have first place in everything. * For in him all the fullness of God
was pleased to dwell, *° and through him God was pleased to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through
the blood of his cross.

Leader: = The Word of the Lord for the People of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON “A Happy New Year of Thanksgiving”  Raymond Bonwell
RESPONSE TO THE WORD I Thank God Hope Krick-Smith
OFFERING OF SELF Sandra Danner

Everyone is invited to come forward to offer their name, their prayers, and
their tithes/offerings. If your prayer is confidential, please place it in the
basket. If you want your prayer to be lifted up, today, Pastor will be sitting

in the first pew at the aisle, and please hand Pastor yvour prayer card. Pastor
will read every word on your prayer card as part of today’s Prayers of the

People.
OFFERING MUSIC ASPC Choir
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, Raymond Bonwell
AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

[You are welcome to use this version, or the version which is most
meaningful to you. And you may use any language you wish.]

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.



SENDING HYMN ‘“Til We Meet Again ASPC Choir and Congregation
May His peace be with you ‘till we meet again.
May His peace be with you ‘till we meet again.
‘Till we reach that distant shore and we'll shed a tear no more
May He give you strength to endure,
‘Till we meet again. ‘Till we meet again.

‘Till we meet, ‘till we meet again—
God be with you, ‘till we meet again.

BENEDICTION Raymond Bonwell

All are welcome in the social hall for a time for fellowship.

SERMON NOTES. DOODLES. AND DEEP THOUGHTS




367 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
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Despite its familiar Thanksgiving associations, the real concern of this text is to recall the harvest imagery

Jesus used to describe the fulfillment of God’s sovereignty. The tune name commemorates the royal chapel

where the composer was organist for tortv-seven vears.

TEXT: Henry Alford, 1844, al. 5T, GEORGES W1

MUSIC: George Job Elvey, 1858




ANNOUNCEMENTS
Advent Series: Study (9:15 a.m.) and Sermon (10:45 a.m.)

The Advent season is a four-week period in the Christian calendar that prepares
people for Jesus Christ’s birth at Christmas, while also pointing ahead to his
promised return. All are welcome to join a discussion at 9:15 a.m. in Fellowship
Hall on Isaiah generally, with a specific focus on the lectionary texts. For those
who wish to prepare for worship, the sermons will be on the Gospel of Matthew.

Date Study (9:15 a.m.) Sermon (10:45 a.m.
Sun. Nov. 30 (Advent 1) Isaiah 2:1-5 Matthew 24:36-44
Sun. Dec. 7 (Advent 2) Isaiah 11:1-10 Matthew 3:1-12
Sun. Dec. 14 (Advent 3) Isaiah 35:1-10 Matthew 11:2-11
Sun. Dec. 21 (Advent 4) Isaiah 7:10-16 Matthew 1:18-25

Advent - Opportunities and Poinsettias
Worship at ASPC offers many opportunities for participation, especially during

Advent. A Christian tradition is the lighting of the Advent Candles. Individuals /
families wishing to participate are encouraged to contact the Pastor at
pastor@archstreetpres.org for more information.

Also, Poinsettias are a traditional decoration for the Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service held Wed. Dec. 24, 5:30 p.m. Stay tuned for details
about how you may order your poinsettia, which will decorate this sanctuary and
may be be picked up at the conclusion of the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.

Bible Study on Zoom., Wed. Dec. 3. 12:10 p.m.
No Bible Study on Wed. Nov. 26. All are welcome to join online for a study

on “Forgiveness” on Wed. Dec. 3, 2025 from 12:10 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. for
“Saul/Paul: A conversion story” looking at Acts 7:48-60; 8:1-3; and, 9:1-22..

Join the Bible Study on Zoom (a.k.a. The “Good Book” Club) every Wednesday,
12:10 pm - 1:00 pm from October 1 to December 17 as we read and explore some
of the crucial stories and teachings about forgiveness in the Hebrew Scriptures
and in the New Testament. We will discuss such questions as: What does
forgiveness look like? What does the Bible teach us about forgiveness? How do
we as humans show forgiveness? How does God show forgiveness?

For January through March the study will be “Following God Is Risky Business.”
Anyone who says the Bible is “boring” may have overlooked stories of people who
risked much, and sometimes everything, to do what God was leading them to do.
What risks have you taken, or are you willing to take, for your faith? We’ll be
reading some of the Bible’s most dramatic stories of bold risks taken for God and
God’s purposes, and exploring how we might become bold believers today.
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Connect with us every Wednesday using the Good Book Club link at

https://archstreetpres.org/. Questions? Contact Mike Pulsifer (mikepulsifer [at]
comcast [dot] net) or Bill Smith (smithbrackett [at] verizon [dot] net).

Penn Christian Association Dinner, Wed. Dec. 3, 6:30 p.m.
ASPC has several mission partners we support, both financially and with our time

and energy. On Wed. Dec. 3 at 6:30 pm, all in the ASPC community are invited
to join a dinner with students in the Penn Christian Association, one of our
mission partners. CA is led by the Rev. Megan LeCluyse, campus minister and
director of the Christian Association, was a guest preacher at ASPC in Oct. 2025.
Dinner will be provided, this is an opportunity to provide conversation and get to
know this student community whom we support. If you are interest in attending
please reach out to Kristen Lynch (kwlynchpenn [at] gmail [dot] com) for details
and for an accurate headcount for food.

A Soulful Christmas - Is Sold Out! Dec. 9. 2025
A Soulful Christmas brings together some of the area’s finest church and

community choirs and artists for a night of soul-stirring music, spoken word, and
movement. Creator and Director Dr. J. Donald Dumpson returns to lead the
inspiring, uplifting gathering of regional performers and clergy, sharing holiday
spirituals, gospel favorites, and inspirational messages of goodwill. The
performance will be Dec 9, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. at Marian Anderson Hall (in the
Kimmel Center at 300 S. Broad St.).

Opportunities to Serve
Your Arch Street Presbyterian Church is led by your elected leaders: elders (who

sit on session) and deacons. Further, anyone may volunteer to serve. Here
are some current opportunities; contact information is on the last page of the
printed bulletin (if reading online: please write to pastor@archstreetpres.org).

SESSION COMMITTEES
Congregational Life and Outreach Committee: Jessica Johnson (chair)
Finance: Matt Covalle (chair)
Nominations: Jessica Johnson (chair)
Personnel: Jim Ballengee (chair) [continued next page]
Stewardship / Generosity: Pastor Raymond (coordinator)
Worship: Jennie Atchison (chair)

DEACONS: Pastor Raymond (coordinator)



Opportunities to Serve through IL.eadership
Please give prayerful consideration if you feel called to serve in a leadership role:

e asan Elder;
e a Deacon; or,
e on the Pastoral Nominating Committee.
Jessica Johnson is the chair of the Nominating Committee, and if reading online:

please write to pastor@archstreetpres.org.

Elders serve on Session and provide for worship, nurture, and service, and share
in governance and discipling. Deacons urge concern, direct the people’s help to
the friendless and those in need, and, try to show the love and justice of Jesus
Christ. The Pastor Nominating Committee (as appointed by Session) will
help discern who might provide what pastoral leadership is needed for the next
season at Arch Street (Pastor Raymond is serving for this season, and is eligible
to be considered for the next season).

Defining ASPC’s Mission
The work of the Pastor Nominating Committee (see above) will be informed by an

updated Mission Study. Session will hold a retreat after worship on Sun. Dec. 7.
Members of the community who would like to learn more about ASPC and
contribute are welcome to join. Please email Pastor Raymond
(pastor@archstreetpres.org) with any questions and your indication of interest.

The Pastor Is "In" (a.k.a. Office Hours)

Pastor Raymond continues to hold "office hours" by appointment Monday
through Thursday (the church office is closed on Friday). Appointments can be
in-residence, in Center City to meet up, by telephone or in a Zoom room. You're
welcome to reserve a time by emailing Pastor Raymond at

pastor@ archstreetpres.org.

Phishing Email
Once again, members of the community are receiving emails coming in the

“name of” the pastor, and from a false Gmail account. We report fake email
addresses, but scammers create new ones. Please remember to look for the
domain “archstreetpres.org” whether it be pastor@archstreetpres.org or
office@archstreetpres.org.




The Vision for this Unique Space (affirmed Sep. 21, 2025)
“Arch Street Presbyterian Church will be celebrating what God is doing through

Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit for 200 years in 2028. Arch Street Presbyterian
Church (“ASPC”) is also celebrating 170 years in this unique space in Philadelphia
with a congregation as diverse as its urban location.

For this season, the vision of ASPC is to continue to be a witness to God’s love as
we:
1. welcome more individuals and institutions - from the neighborhood and
community - into the space and into the life of ASPC;
2. partner with the Friends of Arch Street for fundraising and resource
generation to support the space (including the manse); and,
3. support the Arch Street Preschool and other institutions in creating
opportunities for partnership and stewardship in the space.
ASPC is excited to witness how God continues to get involved in this unique space
to bring hope and healing to those within and around the community.”
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ORIENTING TO ARCH STREET

Children are Welcome at Arch Street Presbyterian Church
We have a lot to learn from children and from one another as we raise them.

Children and their shuffling choruses are always welcome in worship. Young
children are also welcome to participate in our Children’s Ministry where they
play and learn stories of our faith. To find the Children’s Room, exit the
sanctuary doors to the left of the pulpit, make a left and walk past the bathrooms,
at the end of the hall, go up the stairs to the mezzanine level.

E-Newsletter

Are you looking to keep up with the life, work, and ministry of Arch Street
Presbyterian Church? Consider signing up for our weekly e-newsletter. Contact
Femi Jordan (office@archstreetpres.org) with your preferred email address or
call 215-563-3763.

Give Online

While society tells us to hold tightly to our money, God begs us to be gracious.
We believe in our mission at Arch Street Presbyterian Church and hope you do,
too. We want to make it as easy as possible for you to give financially. Go to
archstreetpres.org and click on “Give” in the top right corner.

Hand Sanitizer
For your convenience, there is hand sanitizer on the information tables in the
back of the sanctuary.

Parking
Stop inside for a placard (on the radiator cover in the narthex) to place on your
windshield and take advantage of the FREE PARKING available on 18" Street:

the West side, between Arch and Cherry Streets on Sundays from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Prayer Cards
Arch Street Presbyterian Church is a praying community. We hold on to each

other through prayer even when we are apart from each other. Are there joys or
struggles you want this community to share with you? Please write your
prayer(s) on the card provided in the pews and drop it in the offering basket so
that we might walk alongside you on your journey (or hand it to the Pastor to be
spoken aloud during the Prayers of the People). The ASPC staff, deacons and
other leaders pray over these cards throughout the week.

Restrooms

Restrooms are located in the hallway right outside of the sanctuary and social
hall. From the sanctuary, exit through the double doors to the left of the pulpit.
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Arch Street Presbyterian Church
1724 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-563-3763
www.archstreetpres.org

WELCOME TO ARCH STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

We are grateful you have chosen to join us for worship. Arch Street Presbyterian Church has a
rich history and a vital future before it. We aim to be an inviting, caring, and committed
congregation in the heart of Center City Philadelphia. If you wish to learn more about this
congregation or get involved at a deeper level, please reach out to us via our website or via
email at pastor@archstreetpres.org. You can also find more information about us at
www.archstreetpres.org.

Ministers All Members of the Church
Raymond Bonwell, Transitional Pastor,
pastor@archstreetpres.org

Elders Jennie Atchison
Jim Ballengee
Lawyer Chapman
Matt Covalle
Sandra Danner
Jessica Johnson
Kristen Lynch
Will Park
Rosalyn Robinson

Deacons Rosetta Chapman
Patricia Covington
Daria DiCicco

Staff J. Donald Dumpson, Minister of the Arts, Donald@DiverseArtsSolutions.com
Femi Jordan, Manager of Operations, office@archstreetpres.org
David Juro, A/V Engineer

Led by Dr. Donald Dumpson, your ASPC Choir is drawn from the following roster:

Jennifer Atchison, Leonard Greco, tenor Gusten Rudolph,
soprano Angela Haynes, soprano percussion
Levar Brown, tenor Brett Jolly, bass guitar Tracey Smith, soprano
Crystal Charles, Janine Dunlap Kiah,
mezzo-soprano soprano
Charlie Covalle, Hope Krick-Smith,
percussion soprano
Pat Covington, tenor Ian Martin, tenor
Daria DiCicco, Jackie Harper Mason,
mezzo-soprano mezzo-soprano
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